I would like to "honor" a great surgeon, a great man, a great friend. He is now leaving the board of European Hernia Society (EHS) on which he has served for many years. He is one of the founders of the Society and has also been on the Editorial Board of Hernia Journal. He is a very well known and respected surgeon. I would like to thank Prof. Alexandre for all his contributions and for the development of modern hernia surgery. He is still a very active man and a devoted hernia specialist. To summarize his contributions for the development of hernia surgery is not easy considering the huge number of activities in the field as well as in general surgery as a whole.
In this tribute and greeting, I do not want to display what he accomplished. A search on "Google" will explore the evidence of his activity in all fields of surgery. Jean Henri succeeded in acquiring the highest rank in the French healthcare organization and is also one of the most respected members of EHS being one of the founders of GREPA (Fig. 1) .
My task is to describe Jean Henri based on my own experience and vision. I learnt to know him in 1981. I went to the department of surgery at Reims University as exchange student for 1 year hosted by Prof. Jean Rives. This was a very important year in my career both for cultural and surgical training. Prof. Rives was surely a great surgeon daily motivating us students to reach new goals. One day, our "patron" operated a friend of him that suffered a serious complication that got worse. Prof. Rives was deeply concerned and decided to transfer the patient to the hospital of Prof. J. H. Alexandre in Paris. We were told that he was the most respected surgeon he knew that could solve the problem. This was where my tremendous respect for Prof. J. H. Alexandre started. I later discovered they were longtime friends both sharing an Algerian origin.
Later I was appointed to work in Paris with Prof. J. H. Alexandre. Indeed, it was a gift to learn from this talented surgeon. He welcomed me with his gentle and elegant manner in his office in the old Broussais St. Joseph Hospital in the heart of Paris. I was impressed by how he handled fellows under training as well as patients; always serious, but with kindness and sweetness, and a touch of irony. We have all learned to appreciate his special qualities over the years. For me it started as a teacher/student relationship based on a great respect which developed into friendship.
Prof. J. H. Alexandre used to be a well reputed pancreatic and gastrointestinal surgeon, but devoted the end of his surgical career exclusively to abdominal wall surgery and has kept on working for its development long after his retirement. He has served on the board of EHS for many years and participated in several educational projects of EHS (Fig. 2) . He also published "The Story of EHS-GREPA 1979 -2014 that was presented at the 1st Word Conference on Abdominal Wall Hernia Surgery in Milan in 2015 [1] . He is still sollicited regularly on medicolegal aspects of surgery in France.
Jean Henri is a socially very active person, which has kept very fit physically and intellectually through the years with 
